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Investing in Dreams

President’s Message

Find us on Mysti Meiers
Facebook y

As we take December off to enjoy time with friends, family,
and the people who fill our lives with joy, give yourself
permission to slow down. Breathe a little deeper. Let the pace
soften for a moment.

You juggle so much, from work and family to personal
commitments and your many contributions to SIKC. It’s easy
to forget that rest is not a luxury...it’s fuel. This month is your
chance to recharge, clear your mind, and reset before we step

Inside This Issue into an exciting and busy season.
Calendar 2 Spring will come in fast with the highly anticipated review of
Community Serv./LYDream 3 pring ghly. P
2026 Conf/Service Objectives 4 | OUr club survey to the SCR Conference in April and our ,
Member News 5 | Bloom Brunch on May 9. Both events will need everyone’s
SIKC History 6 | creativity, hands, and heart. We’ll reach out soon so you can
Year End Funding Appeal 7 | jump into a role that matches your interests and energy.
For now, soak in the holidays. Celebrate in the way that
Kay Stewart, Editor means the most to you. Enjoy the people you love. Enjoy the
816-914-2060 quiet moments too.
note2kay(@comcast.net
Caitlin Miller, Assistant Wishing you peace, rest, and all the joy this season brings.
caityjo89@gmail.com Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and warm holiday wishes
to you and yours!
www.kcsoroptimist.org President Mysti

Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation
Soroptimist International
of Kansas City
1221 West 103rd #224
Kansas City, MO 64114
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The Signpost

December Calendar

Board Meeting
None this month

Business Meeting
None this month

2026 Conference Committee
meeting
December 7, 2025
3:00 p.m.
via Zoom

December Birthdays |

Kay Stewart December 19
Marcia Boutz December 29

December Business Meeting
None this month!

See you in January...

Next Meeting:
Wednesday, January 21, 2025
Location TBD
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Community Service

Submitted by Tanya Johannes, Community Service Chair

We are confirmed with Don Bosco for holiday collections. We are supporting their agency
holiday shop, which will serve up to 250 families this Christmas season. It is designed for
parents to shop for their families; items are to be new and unwrapped and are needed no later
than December 11th. The committee service committee will be available to pick up
donations on December 9 from 4:45 pm. - 6:00 pm. Please let Tanya know if you plan to
bring donations during that time so she doesn’t spend two hours waiting for naught if no one

is coming. Thanks.

Items needed:

Pots & Pan Sets  Plates and Bowls sets
Drinking glasses Toys for boys and girls (any age)

Games with easy instructions for any age

Balls, frisbees, other outdoor toys
Puzzles, Legos, building blocks, craft projects, or art supplies
Dolls — ethnic if possible
Kids coats
Hair accessory or nail polish kits
Towels — bath and kitchen Bed pillows

Live Your Dream

LIVE YOUR DREAM Award update...

The Live Your Dream Award committee is in the process of reviewing (11) applications that
were submitted by the November 15™ deadline. The committee will meet on December
8" via Zoom to review the applications. Following the committee’s selection process, two
judges have graciously agreed to select the finalists who will receive the LYD Awards with
their meeting planned for January 10™. The recipients of the LYD award whom judges select
will be sent checks in January to accommodate recipients timeline. The presentation of the
LYD Award recipients will be at our Bloom & Brunch Fundraiser on May 9™
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2026 Conference Planning Full Speed Ahead

Your 2026 Conference (and 100th anniversary celebration of SI Kansas §
City) is in full planning mode.

The hotel has been booked. A decent room charge has been procured
despite the World Cup invading our city next year. We have speakers
identified. An agenda is in process. Program printing has been determined. And our
Governor, Leigh Hedgpeth, is planning the fine details.

We will have Friday night dedicated to celebrating 100 years of Soroptimist with
Kansas City BBQ, and blues and jazz by a well known Kansas City jazz artist and her band.

Our club and our accomplishments will be on full display. Please plan on attending. We need

full participation to let our city and the South Central Region know that we are serious about

our mission to advance the status of women and girls in our community. We have adhered to
that vision since 1926. It is time to celebrate!

Service Objectives Awards

Soroptimist International of Kansas City has opened up this year’s grant process.

To apply for a grant, please go to www.kcsoroptimist.org to view the funding criteria
and application.
Applications are due January 27with awards to be made in May, 2026.

If there is a project you want to fulfill, need funds for it, and it advances the status of women
and/or girls, please consider applying.

Thank you.

Norma McKelvy
Service Objectives Chair
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Member News (and proud mom)

Heather Rollins sent me this photo of her beautiful daughter. She is so proud!

Tiyani Rollins—Biology Major
2025 Ottawa University Homecoming Queen
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How Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation Was Born

Last month’s history installment elaborated on the effort of our club to help the
victims of the 1951 flood by establishing a community center in Trailer Park,
Kansas City, Kansas. It was a tremendous accomplishment that took the
resources of Soroptimists and other organizations in the Kansas City Metro Area.

Club members realized that to meet the needs of unforeseen disasters and to help women and
children locally, it was critical to set aside money. In 1953, Soroptimist International of

Kansas City established The Soroptimist Welfare Fund. The original resolution involved
transferring $1,000 from the Soroptimist Club of Kansas City, Missouri to The Soroptimist Welfare
Fund. The purpose was stated as “created for and the property thereof shall be

distributed exclusively for charitable, scientific, literary or education purposes, the prevention of
cruelty to children, or any other welfare purpose, and none of the property shall be

distributed for the purpose of carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation.” (Quoted from the original Resolution, 1953)

Six club members were elected by the membership to serve on the board of trustees. Two club
officers (the president and immediate past president) and one committee chair (the chair of the
Service Objectives committee) were added to the board as ex-officio administrators. The board of
trustees invested the $1,000 in stocks and bonds with the goal of growing the fund so the interest
earned could be spent for local need.

In 1973, Virginia Porth, a longtime member of Soroptimist International of Kansas City, left a
bequest of $90,000 to the Soroptimist Welfare Fund. The board of trustees determined that it was
time to “select and employ a corporate trustee to whom may be delegated such powers in managing
and investing the principal of the fund as the trustees may deem advisable, and to pay such corporate
trustee’s reasonable compensation and expenses”. (Quoted from Revised Resolution, 1973) The
trustees selected United Missouri Bank as the corporate trustee.

Throughout the ensuing years, wise investment along with donations and bequests grew the Welfare
Fund. Later renamed the Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation, our nonprofit public charitable
organization continues to give grants to 501 (¢) (3) nonprofit organizations whose projects meet
Soroptimist objectives:

To improve the lives of women and girls in Kansas City, the region and around the world;

To help children with special needs; and
To help needy families with disaster relief and shelter.

Over the years from 1954 to 2025 Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation has awarded more than
$885,000 in grants.

(Next month, we don’t just give away money. We give our time and our talents to hands on
service in the community.)
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SOROPTIMIST KANSAS CITY FOUNDATION

...since 1954, a public charity improving the lives of

women and girls in Greater Kansas City and the world.
Tax ID # 44-6011903

November is national philanthropy month and ushers in the season of giving. We, the Board of
Trustees of the Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation (SKCF), invite every Soroptimist International of
Kansas City (SIKC) member to make a generous year-end, tax-deductible contribution to the Foundation
by December 31, 2025. Any size gift will be deeply appreciated and will enable our Club and Foundation
to:

e Help increase our available charitable funds to meet our Club's Service Objectives to improve the
lives of women and girls in our community and around the world, and

e Help meet our IRS obligations as a public charity by increasing and diversifying our public
support from members, friends, companies, and foundations.

We invite you to consider becoming a Friend of SKCF by either contributing $100.00 or more by
calendar year end or by pledging to contribute $100.00 or more by the Foundation’s fiscal year end on
June 30, 2026.

We hope that you will give generously to help our Club and Foundation strengthen our ability to
fulfill our mission, serve our community and make a better world.

Board of Trustees
Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation

Tanya Johannes, Chair Margaret Smith, Vice Chair

Danielle Sidney, Treasurer Heather Rollins, Recording Secretary

Mysti Meiers, SIKC President Norma McKelvy, Service Objectives Chair
Caitlin Miller, Trustee Dianne Young, Trustee Lynne LeCount, Immediate Past President

The IRS has designated our Foundation as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit public charity which provides full
deductibility to donors.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND SEND YOUR CHECK TODAY!

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE 71p
YEAR END GIFT (Enclosed) $ This is a memorial gift in honor of
I PREFER TO BUDGET MY SUPPORT of the Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation and pledge $ to
be paid over the balance of the Foundation’s fiscal year (ending June 30, 2026) as follows:
e Monthly: $ per month for 8 months (November, 2025 through June, 2026)
e  Quarterly: § Three payments on or before 12/31/25, 3/31/26, and 6/30/26
e Semi-Annual: $ Two payments on or before 12/31/25 and 6/30/26

My employer’s matching gift program will supplement this contribution. Please contact me for details.

Please make your check payable to SKCF and mail to:
Soroptimist Kansas City Foundation, 1221 West 103" St., #224, Kansas City, MO 64114




